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GALENA  PROSPERS 

The  Market  House,  built  in  1845-1846  in  the 
“Greek  style,"  was  the  focal  point  of  community 
life  during  Galena's  prosperous  decades.  The 
Driftless  Area,  which  had  been  bypassed  by  the 
glaciers,  contained  outcrops  of  lead  sulfide  and 
other  minerals.  It  was  these  easily  mined  lead 
deposits  that  brought  European  and  French- 
Canadian  miners  and  traders  to  the  region  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

In  1807  Congress  created  the  public  lead  district 
which  brought  the  first  influx  of  American  lead 
miners  in  the  early  1820's.  Lead  mining  was  the 
economic  mainstay  of  Galena  until  the  1850's. 

The  Fever  (Galena)  River  provided  an  easy  ave¬ 
nue  for  steamboat  trade  with  St.  Louis  and  other 
river  cities.  During  the  1840's  and  1850's  as 
lead  production  declined.  Galena  thrived  as  a 
river  port  and  commercial  center.  By  1860  rail¬ 
roads  relocated  regional  trading  centers,  thus 
helping  bring  about  the  decline  of  the  steamboat 
trade  and  Galena's  economy. 


MARKET  HOUSE  BUILT 

In  1836  Congress  authorized  that  the  proceeds 
from  the  public  sale  of  city  lots  be  used  for 
building  wharves  and  public  buildings  in  Galena. 
Two  years  later  the  city  made  plans  to  erect  a 
market  house  with  money  collected  from  the 
sale  of  the  city  lots.  Lack  of  funds  delayed  the 
city's  plans  until  1843. 

Early  in  1845  the  city  council  passed  an  ordin¬ 
ance  enabling  the  city  to  build  a  market  house 
on  Market  Square  and  to  raise  funds  by  selling 
$2,500  worth  of  stock  at  $5.00  a  share. 

The  city  paid  Slaymaker  and  Blish  $100.00  for 
"plan  and  specification"  of  the  Market  House. 
The  Superintendent  of  Ways  and  Bridges  was 
authorized  to  advertise  for  sealed  proposals  for 
such  a  building  "to  be  built  of  brick,  and  to  be 
completed  within  six  months  from  'Plan  No.  4,' 
available  at  Council  Room."  In  February,  1845, 
the  city  council  accepted  Henry  J.  Stouffer's 
bid  for  the  building  of  the  Market  House. 

Historians  have  no  absolute  proof  of  who  actually 
designed  the  Market  House,  but  they  do  know 
that  Henry  Stouffer  built  several  fine  Galena 
residences  in  the  Greek  Revival  Style.  It  must  be 


noted  that  John  L.  Slaymaker  and  Thomas  Blish 
were  Galena  Aldermen  and  members  of  the  coun¬ 
cil's  Market  House  Committee  in  1845. 


The  City  Council  Chamber  on  the  second  floor 
was  also  used  by  local  organizations  for  their 
meetings.  Two  city  jail  cells  were  built  in  the 
Market  House  basement  in  1846. 


The  final  cost  of  the  Market  House,  with  all  ad¬ 
ditional  work,  was  $3,104.16.  The  building  was 
accepted  by  the  city  in  January,  1846,  and  of¬ 
ficially  opened  in  July  of  that  year. 


We  find  from  the  City  Ordinances  that: 

.  .  the  entire  market  house,  together  with  its 
appertenances,  except  such  rooms  as  may  be 
required  for  the  use  of  the  city  council,  city 
clerk,  and  market  master,  together  with  the  mar¬ 
ket  square,  shall  be  rented  by  the  market  mas¬ 
ter  .  .  .  .to  individuals  for  the  convenience  of 
public  marketing  ....  The  market  of  the  city 
shall  be  open  for  the  sale  of  all  articles  of  vic¬ 
tuals  and  provisions  from  the  dawn  of  day  until 
ten  o'clock  A.M.,  except  on  Saturday,  when  it 
shall  be  open  from  four  P.M.  until  ten  P.M.,  from 
the  first  day  of  April,  until  the  first  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  and  from  the  dawn  of  day  until  twelve 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year." 


Market  House,  c.  1885 
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Market  House  and  Market  Sauare.  c.  1885.  Looking  South. 


Market  Square,  c.  1885.  Looking  North. 


THE  MARKET  MASTER 

The  Market  Master's  salary  was  $250.00  in  1847 
with  additional  income  from  operating  the  hay 
scales.  His  duties  ranged  from  directing  and 
assigning  places  to  wagons  or  persons  attending 
the  market  to  the  care  and  custody  of  the  Mar¬ 
ket  House  and  its  square.  The  Market  Master 
was  "to  enforce  order  and  decorum,  and  decide 
all  disputes  in  the  market  between  the  buyer  and 
seller.  ...  to  be  present  during  market  hours, 
and  ring  a  bell  announcing  the  opening  and  clos¬ 
ing  of  the  market."  He  was  also  to  "  .  .  .  have  the 
market  house  and  market  place  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  swept  in  the  morning  of  each 
day;  and  in  the  the  winter  season  to  have  the 
ice  and  snow  swept  from  the  footways  and 
steps 


SOLD  TO  THE  STATE 

The  building  ceased  to  be  used  as  a  market 
house  in  1910.  It  was  used  by  the  city  govern¬ 
ment  and  fire  department  until  1936.  In  1947 
the  historic  building,  threatened  with  destruction, 
was  donated  by  the  City  of  Galena  to  the  State 
of  Illinois. 

During  the  mid-fifties  the  Market  House  was 
restored  to  its  exterior  appearance  of  1846. 
Today  it  houses  historical  and  architectural  ex¬ 


hibits  and  is  maintained  by  the  Illinois  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation,  Division  of  Parks  and 
Memorials. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate  su¬ 
pervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible  adult 
accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15  minors. 
All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  State  Parks  and  Memorials  are  within 
easy  access  of  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods, 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  further  information  concerning  Illinois 
State  Parks  and  Memorials  write  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation,  Division  of  Education, 
State  Office  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 


